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REIMAGINING CABARET:
The Bronzeville Edition
May 17, 2025 at 7:30 pm
The Haven Bronzeville | Chicago
CREATOR/DIRECTOR/PRODUCER Lynn Colbert-Jones
EMCEE/VOCALIST Margaret Murphy-Webb
MUSIC DIRECTOR/PIANIST Theodis Rodgers, Jr.

Today’s songs will be performed by
artists from the BVIC roster—
Making Her BVIC debut:  Ken Fobs
Cynda Williams Sean Harris
Bruce Henry
Madeline Morgan
Sonia Oyola

Returning cast:
Margaret Murphy-Webb

WELCOME TO BLACK VOICES IN CABARET.
From swing to soul, from the opera house to Broadway, from
jazz to blues, we're taking our fourth trip through the wide world
of cabaret.

DIRECTOR’S NOTES — Lynn Colbert-Jones

As the director of Reimagining Cabaret: The Bronzeville Edition
I'm honored to continue this journey of musical storytelling
through the Reimagining Cabaret series. Each installment has
pushed boundaries, expanded narratives, and centered the
brilliance of Black artistry in a genre that has often excluded it.

This production celebrates our collective voice and the legacy
of Black excellence. From jazz and soul to Broadway and blues,
every genre in this show reflects a vital part of our cultural
identity—cabaret reimagined with boldness, purpose, and pride.

With a stellar band behind them, six vocalists bring authenticity
to every note. They offer more than music—they share lived
experiences, powerful stories, and a reminder of the depth and
diversity of Black musical expression.

THANK YOU FOR ALL THE SUPPORT!
*NBC, CBS, SunTimes, Fox32 - media coverage
of the Reimagining Cabaret series
Craig D. Barnes, CDB Graphics, Graphic Design

To our audience, THANK YOU!
Stay connected via our email newsletters,
donate what and when you can,
and join us as fellow artists.
Sign up at blackvoicesincabaret.org or
workinginconcert.org/connect. Call 773-509-9360.

BVIC is an initiative of Working In Concert, a performing arts
facilitator since 2019. We are proud to have Lynn Colbert-Jones
on our board.

Learn more at blackvoicesincabaret.org.
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Join the GOOD HEARTS CLUB Music Jam, every
Friday at 8pm CST via Zoom & Facebook Live.
Write to LynnColbertJones@gmail.com

Meet songwriters at the COMPOSERS CAFE
each month! To receive your invitation, write to
LynnColbertJones@gmail.com

Support our sister
organizations!

Keeping Jazz Alive on the South Side!

oL =2 ";"l'.. = 0
.ﬁ L ;u .&,

G

¥

ales
‘w V| JI .I "’é@ 5

L4

www.SouthSideJazzCoalition.org




Director/Producer LYNN COLBERT-
JONES is a Chicago-based award-
winning songwriter, producer, and arts
advocate with over three decades of
experience in music and business. She
has written more than 200 songs and
is the creator and host of Composers’
Café and The Good Hearts Club Music
Jam. Lynn serves on the boards of the
Jazz Institute of Chicago, JEXA (Jazz
Excellence Awards in L.A.), Working

In Concert, AAMPA (African-American
Museum of Performing Arts), and is
JEXA's Entertainment Director and
Executive Producer. A Broadway World
Award winner and a proud cousin of
jazz legend Lil Hardin Armstrong, Lynn
is known for connecting talent, curating
powerful musical experiences, and
championing Black voices in all areas of

THEODIS RODGERS, JR., Music
Director, is a Chicago-born jazz

pianist and multi-keyboardist with an
international career in theater, television,
and film. He has performed with icons
like Curtis Mayfield, Patti LaBelle,
Jennifer Holiday, Ramsey Lewis, and
The Emotions, and was a member of
the funk/rock band Love Craft. His
work includes composing for the film

A Family Thing and serving as music
director or pianist for productions such
as Ain't Misbehavin’, Dreamgirls, and
Jesus Christ Superstar. Currently Music
Director for Teatro Zinzanni Chicago, he
also tours globally with his jazz trio and
recently performed at the Chicago Jazz
Festival, Jazz Showcase, and Winters
Jazz Club. His latest album, Hot Jazz, is
available on all streaming platforms.

MARGARET MURPHY-WEBB is an
award-winning entertainer crediting her
unique vocal style and showmanship to
the tutelage of legendary Chicago tenor
saxophonist Von Freeman. Margaret

has been featured at the Taste of
Chicago, Winona Indiana Jazz Festival,
Mississippi Valley Blues Festival, Hyde
Park Jazz Festival, The Green Mill, Jazz
Showcase, Winters Jazz Club among
other Chicago festivals and jazz venues.
She had the honor of performing for both
Presidents Obama and Clinton, as well as
ambassadors from Russia and Poland.
Margaret is executive director of the
nonprofit South Side Jazz Coalition which
presents free live jazz, offers mentoring
programs, and advocates for Chicago
musicians. Margaret was co-chair of The
Year of Chicago Music 2020/21 and a

entertainment and beyond.

KENNETH FOBS—Chicago native and winner of the Chicago
Cabaret Professionals “2024 Emerging Artist Showcase”,
Kenneth’s performance credits cover acting, singing, musical
theatre, commercials, film and print in Chicago and New
York including: the ETA Theatre, Theatre on the Lake, the
Kathryn Dunham Theatre, the Nuyorican Poets Cafe, the
Billie Holiday Theatre, and the legendary Don't Tell Mama's.
His commercial and print credits include top brands: Jet
Magazine, Comcast, Sears, McDonalds and Seagrams. He
is blessed to continue his passion in Black Voices in Cabaret
productions.

SEAN HARRIS—An extraordinary singer with a voice from
lyric baritone to tenor and countertenor, Sean has a firm
commitment to conveying his songs to each member of

the audience. Sean has been deeply influenced by Mario
Lanza for opera and Neapolitans, Johnny Mathis for pop,
and his favorite jazz singer Ella Fitzgerald. His rich repertoire
includes rhythm and blues, jazz, French cabaret, Neapolitans,
opera and oratorio, art songs and Broadway. He was
mentored by pianist/band leader Joe Vito who said: “His

is an unbelievable voice; with smooth transitions between
musical styles.” In demand from churches to senior centers,
he is featured singing in French and English on the Jazz
Fauré Project albums (jazzfaure.com). He can be reached at
773-744-6537.

BRUCE A. HENRY, born in Mississippi and raised in Chicago,
began singing at age 5 and was mentored by his pianist
father. Classically trained at the Chicago Conservatory of
Music, his love for improvisation shaped a unique style
influenced by Nina Simone, Al Jarreau, and John Coltrane.
Known for his three-and-a-half octave range, Bruce has
performed across five continents, with notable followings in
France and the Far East. His music has appeared on the BBC,
Disney, and HBO, and he’s graced stages like the National
Theater of Havana and Chicago’s Jay Pritzker Pavilion. He's
collaborated with artists such as Bobby McFerrin, Sounds

of Blackness, and Jimmy Jam & Terry Lewis, and opened

member of the Chicago Cultural Council.

for legends like Roberta Flack and Natalie Cole. Now based
in Chicago, he’s also a respected educator known for his
“Evolution of African American Music” programs.

MADELINE MORGAN got her music education the old
fashioned way—from a family who believed in performance
and were performers themselves. Her style is laid-back
and her musical preference is jazz. She has sung in church
choirs, community choirs and the Sounds Good seniors
choir. A member of Chicago Cabaret Professionals, she
has performed at Davenport’s Cabaret several times, and
produced and directed projects Ella and Sarah with Judy
Narcisse at Infinity and the Luncheon Jazz series.

SONIA OYOLA, born in Santa Marta, Colombia and raised in
the U.S., has been singing since age one. She began formal
lessons at the Old Town School of Folk Music in 2010 and
debuted Sonia and Bob Sing For You with accompanist Bob
Solone in 2021. Their shows Songs We Love and Fear Not
sold out at Davenport’s Cabaret in 2022 and 2024. A family
medicine physician, Sonia began writing original songs during
the pandemic, including “Finding My Way,” “Te Siento,” and
“Rain.” She currently performs with two bands, Libélulas and
Para Mujeres, exploring Latin Jazz and traditional boleros.
Her mission is to relieve suffering through mindfulness,
compassion, and music.

CYNDA WILLIAMS, is an actor and singer known for various
television and motion pictures from the last three decades;
Mo’ Better Blues, Caught Up and One False Move, to name a
few. She is also known for her vocal performances, i.e. Harlem
Blues, and recently published book, Pink Pantie Confessions.
Cynda is currently writing and producing screenplays for
herself and others. Her newest venture is, Live & Direct with
Bazz and Cyn, an Instagram Live platform geared toward
meaningful and fun conversations from a US and UK point of
view. Cynda continues to accept quality work as an actress,
consulting producer, and writer. She is also an activist,
speaking and singing for the rights of all people.
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BRANFORD MARSALIS

FOR TICKETS AND INFO: HILTON CHICAGO

www. JazzInChicago.org ORI MICHIGAN AVENUE
CONGRATS TO OUR GALA CHAIR LYNN C@ BERT JONES!

CABARET IS A HEARTBEAT

A MOMENT TO FEEL AND DREAM.

I'm M$. B’Havin
with my
$exagenarian$

Congratulations to Lynn Colbert-Jones and Black Voice‘s
in Cabaret on your continued journey of musical storytelling. . .
@ immsbhavin.com

7~/ CRAIG D.BARNES AN B @im_ms_b_havin

Owner/Creative Director

cdbgraphics@gmail.com Tiie immsbhavin70@gmail.com
ph 773.551.3245 I iy
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scunDuE CREATE. DESIGN. BoLDLy! After our May 17 show, join M$ B until midnight

Official Creative of the Reimagining Cabaret series at the Tonk, 1800 S. Racine Ave. No tickets required!




