




Brandon Burkhardt, tenor, is honored to perform with Bellissima Opera! 
He is a recent graduate of the University of Iowa, with degrees in Vocal 
Performance, Theatre (with a certificate in Musical Theatre), and Music 
Education. His roles include Frozen (Hans), A Little Night Music (Henrik), 
Hairspray (Corny Collins), Beauty and the Beast (Gaston), Carrie 

(Tommy), Something Rotten! (Nick Bottom), Wizard of Oz (Tin Man), 
Bright Star (Billy Cane), Light in the Piazza (Giueseppe), Meet Me in St. 
Louis (Lon), Sound of Music (Rolf), Cinderella (Prince), Newsies (Race), 
aMamma Mia with Theatre Cedar Rapids; Merrily We Roll Along (Frank/ 
upcoming), Eliot Ness in Cleveland (Eliot Ness), La Cage Aux Folles (Jean-
Michel), Parade (Young Soldier), Titanic (Charles Clarke/Stevedore), 
Honk! (Greylag) with Revival Theatre; Something Rotten (Nick), HMS 
Pinafore (Captain Corcoran) and Sunday in the Park...(Soldier) with UI 

Opera Theatre; Camelot (Lancelot), Beauty and the Beast (Beast), Side 
Show (Terry) with City Circle Theatre Co.; and Young Charles in a musical 
adaptation of Jane Austen’s Persuasion with Chamber Opera Chicago tours 
to UK, Canada, and NYC. Brandon was also a soloist in An Evening of 
Rodgers and Hammerstein with Orchestra Iowa and Broadway performers 
for an outdoor audience of 6500. Big thanks to Christine, Claudia, and Carl! 
 

Karissa Burkhardt, soprano, is excited to be singing for the first time with 
Bellissima Opera and looks forward to performing in this summer’s 

upcoming production of Le Nozze di Figaro! She is a student at the 
University of Iowa, where she is majoring in Vocal Performance, Theatre, 
Dance, and Elementary Education. Roles performed include Elisetta/Il 
Matrimonio Segreto and Josephine/HMS Pinafore with UI Opera Theatre; 
Sarah/Guys and Dolls (upcoming), Queen Iduna/Frozen, Esther/Meet Me in 
St. Louis, Mrs. Anderssen/A Little Night Music, Babette/Beauty and the 
Beast, Frenchie/Cabaret, Tammy/Hairspray, Mary Delgado/Jersey Boys, as 
well as Ensemble/Featured Dancer/Dance Captain in Carrie, Light in the 
Piazza, Something Rotten!, Wizard of Oz, Mamma Mia, and Cinderella with 

Theatre Cedar Rapids; Catch Me if You Can, Legally Blonde, Camelot, 
Beauty and the Beast, Newsies with City Circle Theatre Co.; Bewick/Winter 
Soloist in Honk! with Revival Theatre; Maria/Sound of Music, Johanna/ 
Sweeney Todd, Agnes/She Kills Monsters with Theatre West; and Amahl/ 
Amahl and the Night Visitors, Abby/Miracle, Cassandra/Persuasion with 
Chamber Opera Chicago, which toured to England, Scotland, Wales, 
Canada, and NYC. Karissa was recently the soloist for Eric Whitacre’s 
Goodnight Moon for Soprano & Orchestra and is a frequent choreographer. 

Thank you to Christine, Carl, and Claudia for this wonderful opportunity! 
 

Jasmine Doll is a soprano based in Rogers Park, Chicago. She is originally 
from Sioux Falls, South Dakota, where she studied under the direction of 
Jeffrey Spencer and Christopher Jacobson. This is her second performance 
with Bellissima, as she performed in Le Dernier Sorcier this past summer. 
Currently, she studies at the Chicago College of Performing Arts at 
Roosevelt University under the direction of Rebecca Schorsch and Dana 
Brown. She is an interdisciplinary honors student in the Bachelor of Musical 
Arts degree. Within her degree, she is cross-training in both the Music 

Conservatory and the Theater Conservatory with a primary focus in 
Classical Vocal Performance/ Opera and a secondary emphasis in Musical 
Theater/Acting. During her time at Roosevelt thus far, she has performed in 
works such as Cendrillon (Viardot), The Tenderland, Der Zar lässt sich 
photographieren, Le Nozze di Figaro, and will be preparing for Dialogues 
des Carmélites and Seussical in the upcoming Spring semester. Jasmine has 
a background in Musical Theater and Jazz Voice and specializes in 
Contemporary Classical Music. Aside from her schooling, Jasmine is a 

vocalist for Edgewater Presbyterian Church and is hoping to expand into 
community operas and theater throughout the Chicagoland area.  
 

Kunying Li is a soprano with extensive vocal experience, having engaged 
in choral activities since the age of four and serving in a church choir for 
eight years. She is currently enrolled at Roosevelt University (Chicago 
College of Performing Arts), where she is advancing her vocal and 
academic training while actively pursuing new performance opportunities. 
She possesses substantial experience in opera ensembles, having 

participated in productions such as The Marriage of Figaro, The Tender 
Land, and Der Zar during her academic tenure. She is particularly focused 
on and specializes in Baroque arias and art songs, working diligently with 
her teacher and coach to deepen her knowledge in preparation for a Baroque 
repertoire pack. 

Peter Lorenzo, tenor, is a Miami-born second-generation Cuban American 
pursuing a Master of Music at the Chicago College of Performing Arts, 
studying with Professor Mark Crayton. Upcoming performances include the 
Prologue in CCPA’s production of The Turn of the Screw and L'Aumonier 
Du Carmel in Dialogues des Carmélites this spring. Recent stage credits 

include Le Remendado in Carmen with Chicago Opera Productions, 
Graf/Gaston in Die tote Stadt with Chicago City Opera, and Basilio and 
Don Curzio in Le Nozze di Figaro, later reprising Don Curzio in CCPA’s 
own production. Before moving to Chicago for graduate study, Peter 
completed a Bachelor’s degree in Music at Stetson University. Stage credits 
during that time included Alfred in Die Fledermaus, the Schoolmaster 
in The Cunning Little Vixen, and the First Sailor in Dido and Aeneas. 
Performances in both undergraduate and graduate programs have 

emphasized a range of repertoire with roles requiring flexibility across 
character and ensemble work. Outside of academic and performance 
responsibilities, Peter is an avid reader with particular interest in cozy 
mysteries, often paired with tea as a way to unwind from rehearsal and 
study. Cooking also remains a central pursuit, especially Cuban-style 
cuisine rooted in family traditions. 
 

Harry Mueller is an undergraduate student in his sophomore year at 
Concordia University Chicago, located in River Forest. He is a major in 

both the History and Director of Parish Music programs, and he takes vocal 
lessons with Christine Steyer. In his college musical theatre career, he was 
Bill Sikes in Concordia’s production of Oliver! and he will be playing 
Professor Henry Higgins this coming April in the school’s production of My 
Fair Lady. Prior to his time in college, his high school career consisted of 
him playing Mike Teevee in Roahl Dahl’s Willy Wonka, Tevye in Fiddler 
on the Roof, and Harry and the understudy for Professor Higgins in a 
separate production of My Fair Lady. Outside of musical theatre, he has 
performed Tom and King Claudius in Concordia productions of Radium 

Girls and Shakespeare’s Hamlet respectively. He also sings with Concordia 
Chicago’s touring choir, the Kapelle, as a Bass 2. He has been in Kapelle all 
four semesters that he has been at Concordia Chicago. When it comes to 
instrumental music, Harry studies the cello and organ. He also performs as a 
cellist with Concordia Chicago’s chamber orchestra. 
 

Chiemerie E. Obianom is a Nigerian baritone hailing from Nnewi, 
Anambra State, whose artistry bridges classical Western repertoire and 
African art music. He began his musical journey in Nigeria, where he was 

deeply rooted in parish choral traditions and demonstrated early versatility 
as a singer and instrumentalist. His journey led to his admission into the 
Musical Society of Nigeria (MUSON) Diploma program, sponsored by the 
MTN Foundation, where he studied under Sir Emeka Nwokedi. He 
graduated with honors, earning the Bode Emmanuel Prize for Best Male 
Singing Graduate and winning national vocal competitions. Chiemerie has 
appeared in numerous operatic productions across Nigeria and the United 
States, with roles including Antonio (Le Nozze di Figaro), Der Lautsprecher 
(Der Kaiser von Atlantis), and ensemble appearances with Chicago Opera 

Festival and Gilbert & Sullivan Opera Company Chicago. As a concert 
soloist, he has performed works by Handel, Fauré, Quilter, Akin Euba, and 
contemporary composers, collaborating with institutions such as Ear Taxi 
Festival, Akojokpo Music Foundation, and the French Consulate of Nigeria. 
Currently pursuing a Bachelor of Music in Classical Voice Performance at 
Roosevelt University’s CCPA, Chiemerie is also an emerging curator-artiste 
and arts advocate committed to cultural dialogue. 
 

Hannah Weber a junior at Concordia University Chicago. She is studying 

elementary education and middle grades literacy and social studies. While 
not working on a degree in music, she is fortunate to be involved in choral 
life on campus as a member of Concordia’s Kapelle touring choir and 
Laudate treble choir. She is a vocal student of Christine Steyer and has 
worked with several student composers as both ensemble member and 
soloist. She was also selected to perform in the recent end of semester 
Honors Recital. Next fall, she will be performing a Senior Recital with a 
fellow student in Christine Steyer’s studio. Hannah also serves as the alto 

section leader in a nearby church choir under the direction of Peter 
Stigdon. She has been involved in Concordia productions of Radium Girls, 
Oliver!, and Hamlet. This spring, she will be playing Eliza Doolittle in My 
Fair Lady. Hannah is thankful for this opportunity to sing with a cast of 
talented peers and workshop with masters of the craft, as well as her family 
and friends who have gotten her this far. Soli Deo Gloria! 






